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preparations for the young lady's departure
from the parental roof with suitable articles,
which might prove the bride was not sent
forth to her new family without a proper pro-
vision. There is certainly too much ostenta-
tion evinced on these occasions; but custom,
prided custom, bids defiance to every better ar-
gument ; and thus the mother, full of solicitude
that her daughter should carry with her evident
marks of parental affection, and be able to sus-
tain her rank in life, loads her child with a pro-
fusion of worldly goods. The poorest people, in
this instance, imitate their superiors with a
blameable disregard to consequences. Many
parents among the lower orders, incur heavy
debts to enable them to make a parade at
their children's wedding, which proves a source
of misery to themselves as long as they live.

It may be presumed the Sumdun Begum pre-
pared more suits of finery than her daughter
could wear out for years. A silver bedstead
with the necessary furniture, as before de-
scribed ; a silver pawn-dawn, round, and shaped
very like a modern spice-box in England; a